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Argentina & Chile 

Southern Patagonia and Torres Del Paine 

23rd October to 31st October 2022 (9 days) 
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Pumas by Bobby Wilcox 
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Tour Summary 

Day 1 - October 23: Surrounded by the magnificent snow-
capped peaks and austere plateaus of Patagonia, the tour 
got off to an excellent start at the wonderful Reserva 
Ecologica Municipal Laguna Nimez, an extensive wetland 
and grassland complex contained within the city limits of 
el Calafate. Amongst the many common ducks like Chiloe 
Wigeon, Yellow-billed Pintail and Red Shoveler we 
managed to pick out a rare Black-headed Duck and a 
Common Gallinule at the southern extent of its range. The 
highlight of the morning was undoubtedly the huge 
numbers of acrobatic and surprisingly tame Cinereous 
Harriers. Watching harriers hunt is one of the true joys of 
birding and these gorgeous raptors didn’t disappoint, 
catching and eating lizards’ mere feet from us. 
 
Day 2 - October 24: Most of today was dedicated to 
marvelling at the massive, shimmering blue walls of the 
majestic Perito Moreno glacier, but not before a few 
critical birding stops across the expanse of subtly changing 
habitat west of el Calafate. We first visited a large, rocky 
butte in the steppe where we encountered huge numbers 
of Grey-hooded Sierra Finches, a displaying Spot-billed 
Ground-Tyrant and Cinnamon-bellied Ground Tyrant. At a forest/steppe transition stop we found Chilean 
Flicker, Austral Parakeet, and the minuscule and adorable Tufted Tit-Tyrant. Our visit to Parque Nacional Los 
Glaciares was devoted mostly to marvelling at the towering facade of ice. However, we also enjoyed incredible 
eye-level fly-bys of the legendary Andean Condor and a rare White-throated Hawk kiting over the forest. 
 
Day 3 - October 25: We began the day with an endlessly straight drive atop a meseta in the Patagonian steppe 
with only Guanacos for company. Crossed into Chile, we headed to the wonderful Estancia Vega Castillo, a vast 
wetland complex contained within a working ranch at the foot of the Andes. This incredible spot was filled with 
a dizzying variety of water birds and included close looks at the gorgeous Spectacled Duck, both Silvery and 

White-tufted Grebes and an enormous breeding colony 
of Brown-hooded Gulls. Later in the afternoon as we 
made our way into Torres del Paine National Park, we 
found our first Puma lounging in the shrubs waiting for 
night to fall! 
 
Day 4 - October 26: With our lodge situated on an island 
in a glacial lake at the foot of the Torres del Paine we were 
greeted this morning with breath-taking sunrise views of 
the famous peaks. As we made our way through the park 
to various birding and scenery stops, we were treated to 
our first taste of real Patagonian wind and it tore sheets 
of water off the surface of the many lakes and made 
walking and even standing very difficult. Gaining shelter 
on the opposite side of the range we came upon a 
suspicious crowd waiting along a desolate road. As it 

Cinereous Harrier by Bobby Wilcox 

Tufted Tit-Tyrant by Bobby Wilcox 
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turned out they were watching a family of Pumas, a mother and two cubs, no more than 50m from the road! 
Watching them go about their lazy afternoon business was certainly one of the highlights of the trip. On our 
way home, we managed a pair of magnificent Torrent Ducks, another undisputed trip highlight. 
 
Day 5 - October 27: Today we embarked upon a long drive through the vast Patagonian steppe to Punta Arenas 
along the Strait of Magellan. Along the way we got excellent looks at some characteristic steppe species like 
Common Miner and Austral Canastero. At the Laguna los Palos near Punta Arenas we got nice looks at the 
peculiar Magellanic Plover as well as our first Chilean Skua and finished off the day with huge flocks of Imperial 
Cormorants lining the old docks adjacent to our hotel. 
 
Day 6 - October 28: With our intended ferry clogged by commercial truck traffic we had to take the long way to 
Porvenir, but this allowed us to squeeze in some more steppe birding. Along the way to the other ferry, we 
picked up some nice steppe birds like the rare Ruddy-headed Goose and a diminutive Plain-mantled Tit-
Spinetail. Some ponds along the road produced large numbers of shorebirds including Wilson’s Phalarope, both 
species of Yellowlegs, Magellanic Oystercatcher and Hudsonian Godwit. Though this ferry was much shorter we 
still managed a few Diving-Petrels and dolphins as we braved massive waves slapping against the bough and 
periodically drenching us. 
 
Day 7 - October 29: Today we returned to Argentina via 
a beautiful stretch of road along the coast for some 
final steppe birding before crossing the mountains to 
Ushuaia. Between an urban wetland in Rio Grande and 
some well-preserved steppe grassland on a massive 
estancia, we managed most of our target species, 
including Short-billed Miner, Rufous-chested and 
Tawny-throated Dotterels and Least Seedsnipe. We 
were treated to outstanding mountain views and our 
first snowstorm of the trip as passed over the Andes to 
our destination of Ushuaia. 
 
Day 8 - October 30: We spent our last full day exploring 
the magnificent Nothofagus beech forests of Tierra del 
Fuego National Park. At our first stop we had amazing 
looks at a cooperative Austral Pygmy-Owl, a flock of 

Magellanic Woodpecker by Bobby Wilcox 
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Dark-faced Ground-Tyrants, our first Fuegian (Flightless) Steamer-Ducks and a massive flock of distant seabirds 
that included Black-browned Albatross, Southern Giant-Petrel and Southern Fulmar. The park campsite 
provided perhaps our most memorable experience of the trip as we watched a shockingly tame pair of 
outrageous Magellanic Woodpeckers at eye-level, the male attacking a building window while the female (the 
smart one) foraged for actual food nearby. And if these sightings, combined with the mind-blowing mountain 
vistas weren’t enough, we were treated to the eerie yodel of the Great Grebe mere meters from shore as it 
foraged and kept tabs on it nesting mate. 
 
Day 9 - October 31: Our final day dawned clear and crisp again as our stretch of lucky weather continued. With 
only a half day ahead of us we headed up to the Martial Glacier to try and squeeze a few more species from this 
beautiful landscape. After a gorgeous hike up to some rocky bog land at the foot of the glacier we quickly locked 
onto two of our main targets, a pair of spritely Ochre-naped Ground-Tyrants and an incredibly confiding, Yellow-
bridled Finch, stridently defending his territory just meters from our feet!  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Annotated List of species recorded 

For the species list and more photos, please see the eBird Trip Report: https://ebird.org/tripreport/82621 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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